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The fast-spreading dysentery is the least serious of these in-
fectious diseases. In this condition, if only mud packs are pro-
perly applied to the abdomen and all intake of food stopped, the
disease will be cured. It is essential that excreta be covered up
in the manner described above. In regard to water, the same
precautions should be taken as for cholera.

Finally, when any of these infectious diseases occurs, neither
the patient nor his friends and relatives should lose courage. With
fear, the patient will succumb much sooner, and his relatives, and
others as well, will be in danger of catching the infection.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 5-7-1913

92. RIOT IN JOHANNESBURG

HISTORY OF STRIKE

In Johannesburg, the white workers in the mines had gone
on a big strike unprecedented in the gold area. It ended on
Monday. Nearly 40,000 labourers had struck work. It was all
much ado about nothing.1 The cause was insignificant. Forty
new labourers were hired in a mine. The management demanded
a quarter of an hour's extra work from them on Saturdays, which
the labourers refused. The management insisted. This was a
downright mistake. There was a conflagration. The secretary of
the Union gave notice that the workers would go on strike if they
were made to work a quarter of an hour longer. The secretary
was not employed in any of the mines. No weight was attached
to his letter. This was an insult to the Union, and added fuel to
the fire. The workers went on strike. The proprietors then came
round. They agreed to take back the new workers on their terms.
But the game was out of their hands. The workers were now in
no mood to listen. They considered the insult to the secretary as
an insult to themselves. The fire spread. Workers in the other
mines were also members of the Union. They, too, went on strike.
One by one, the mines began to close down. If any labourer
went to work, he was assaulted. In Benoni the workers started
looting. The houses of the manager and others were burnt down.
Huge meetings were held and bitter speeches were made. The
Government was caught unawares. There were hardly any police.

1 The Gujarati saying literally means: "a mustard seed being magnified
into a mountain!"